
SAT/ACT Student FAQ 
 
What are the SAT/ACT exams? 
The SAT and ACT are both standardized tests used to measure college readiness. They are both 
widely accepted at colleges and universities that require standardized tests for admission. 
However, not all colleges will require the SAT or ACT.  
 
What is the difference between the SAT and ACT? 
Check out these great articles from the Princeton Review and US News that describe the difference 
between SAT and ACT.  
 
Are the SAT/ACT exams being offered? 
Yes, there are exams being offered but it has been hard to find an open test center with available 
seats. Additionally, many students have experienced a test cancellation the week prior to the exam. 
You can search for available test centers for the SAT here and the ACT here.  
 
How do I register for the SAT or ACT? 
Those students interested in taking the SAT or ACT  tests must register directly on the testing 
agencies websites, School Counselors are not able to register for students.  Clinton High School is 
currently scheduled to host the May 8, 2021 SAT.  As COVID guidelines are continually changing, it 
will be very important to access the testing agency websites for date and location changes for test 
sites.   
 
When should I take the SAT or ACT? 
Junior students most often take the SAT/ACT for the first time during the spring of their junior year. 
Some students that have been practicing for the exams and are planning to apply Early Decision to 
college will test in December or March of their junior year.  
 
How do I study for the SAT or ACT? 
The SAT has partnered with Khan Academy to provide free test prep for all students. Khan Academy 
offers interactive and personalized practice programs that include tutorials and full length tests. 
You can also access free test prep for the ACT on ACT Academy.  ACT Academy offers free 
interactive lessons, full-length practice tests, educational games, and more. 
 
What are SAT subject exams and do I need to take them? 
Various highly selective colleges may require students to complete two or more SAT Subject tests as 
part of their admissions requirements. There are 20 different SAT Subject Tests in the areas of 
English, History, Math, Science, and Languages. The tests are 1 hour in duration and measure 
content-specific information. Students who need to take the SAT Subject tests are encouraged to 
take these exams upon completion of coursework in the specified content area. For example, 
students enrolled in Chemistry Honors may consider taking the Chemistry SAT Subject test in June. 
Visit the CollegeBoard website at 

https://www.princetonreview.com/college/sat-act
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/articles/act-vs-sat-how-to-decide-which-test-to-take
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/register/find-test-centers
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/test-center-locator.html
https://www.collegeboard.org/
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act.html
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat
http://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-preparation.html


https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests/about/why-take  to get an overview of 
the SAT Subject Tests for more information on the topics covered and for a list of colleges that use 
Subject Tests. 
 
What does it mean when a college is “test-optional”? 
When a college is “test-optional” it means that they do not require standardized tests (SAT/ACT) as 
part of their admission requirements, but will accept them if you have scores that you would like 
reviewed as part of your application.  You should check the admission webpage for SAT/ACT 
requirements.  
 
Should I still take the SAT/ACT even though my college is test-optional? 
For many students, it is unnecessary to worry about taking the SAT/ACT exam this year. Most 
colleges have changed their admission policies to include standardized tests as optional in their 
admission decision and are aware that most juniors have not had the opportunity to take either 
test.  
 
However, if you are applying to a highly selective college (acceptance rates 30% or below) and 
believe your standardized test scores would fall in the top 25% of prior accepted students you 
should try to take either exam as it can provide support in your application. 

 
    For example, Cornell University is considered a highly selective school. In their admission 
    profile for the class of 2023, an SAT score that fell in the top 25% of accepted students was 1420  
   while a composite ACT score was 32. If you were applying to Cornell and had an ACT score of 32+  
  or an SAT score of 1420+ it would be favorable to submit these scores.  
 
What about merit scholarships? 
Most colleges are adjusting their procedures for disseminating merit awards along with their 
test-optional admissions policies. I would recommend contacting the colleges you are 
interested in attending to learn how they are awarding scholarships to see if SAT/ACT is still 
being used as part of their decision-making process.  
 

How do I submit my test scores? 
If you are submitting any test scores from the College Board (AP/SAT) or ACT please log in to your 
College Board or ACT account to view your scores and to send an official copy of your scores to the 
colleges you are applying to. See the College Board’s guide to sending scores for more information 
on SAT/AP and the ACT’s guide to sending scores for the ACT exam. 
 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat-subject-tests/about/why-take
https://account.collegeboard.org/login/login?idp=ECL&appId=115&DURL=https%3A//nsat.collegeboard.org/satweb/login.jsp
https://my.act.org/account/signin?location=https://my.act.org
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/scores/sending-scores
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/scores/sending-your-scores.html

